June 23, 2008

The Coastal Society 2008 International Conference -- “Coastal Footprints: Minimizing Human Impacts, Maximizing Stewardship”

Press Notice:  International Conference Includes Discussion of Climate Change, Sea Level Rise and Impacts on Coastal Property

Redondo Beach, California, June 29 - July 2: The impact of global climate change on coastal areas is one of seven major themes of the 21st international conference of The Coastal Society at the Crowne Plaza in Redondo Beach.  Several sessions of the conference deal with climate change, sea level rise and impacts on coastal property, infrastructure and ecosystems.

On July 1, panelists will discuss "Climate Change Impacts to Coastal Communities."  Megan Higgins, an environmental law expert from Rhode Island, will speak on "Legal and Policy Impacts of Sea Level Rise to Beaches and Coastal Property." Higgins is Research Counsel for both the Marine Affairs Institute at Roger Williams University School of Law in Bristol, Rhode Island and the Rhode Island Sea Grant Legal Program at the University of Rhode Island.  Her expertise is in coastal zone law, public trust doctrine, public access and environmental law.

Higgins says rising sea levels are prompting coastal states to work on policies for managing coastal infrastructure and ecosystems.  She says the policies address legal interpretations of the boundary between public coastal lands and private coastal property, a division that is sometimes determined by the mean high tide line or "the seaweed line."  Higgins says rising sea levels will change those boundaries, pushing them landward.  In addition, she says states are addressing actions by coastal property owners who "harden" their property to slow the erosion process: these individual actions can deflect wave energy and increase erosive potential to adjacent land, including publicly owned and accessible waterfront.  Higgins says litigation has become more common due to the legal implications of existing sea level rise policies as well as the actions of coastal property owners.

Contact information: Megan Higgins, Roger Williams University School of Law, Bristol, Rhode Island; phone: (401) 254-5734; email: mhiggins@rwu.edu

http://law.rwu.edu/directory/administration/mhiggins.aspx

For more information on the conference, see the following URL:

http://www.thecoastalsociety.org/conference/tcs21/index.html

Additional information:

Dr. James Fawcett, Conference Co-Chair

Director, Marine Science & Policy Outreach

Sea Grant Program, University of Southern California

Tel: (213) 740-4477

Email: fawcett@usc.edu

