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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
National Experts Present Innovative Solutions to Coastal and Ocean Problems
The Coastal Society’s 20th International Conference

St. Pete Beach, Florida, May 14-17, 2006:  Every time a natural disaster hits Florida, the same thing happens: people living in densely populated coastal areas come back to rebuild where they lived before. Despite advice from land use planning experts and “smart growth” initiatives that encourage concentrated areas of growth, we fail to change our patterns of behavior and decision-making. 
Development is also sprawling offshore into the ocean environment, with growing interest in large stationary projects like wind farms, liquefied natural gas (LNG) terminals and aquaculture.  How do we balance the demand for energy, living space, and food resources with the need to protect the environment?
What can we learn from Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, and the Sumatran tsunami that can be applied to mitigating impacts of future coastal disasters?

These are some of the critical issues being addressed at The Coastal Society’s 20th biennial conference at the Tradewinds Island Grand Hotel on St. Pete Beach from May 14-17, 2006. The theme of this year’s conference, Charting a New Course:  Shaping Solutions for Our Coasts, explores several issues of vital importance to Floridians and Gulf Coast residents.
Over 250 coastal managers, scientists, resource users, educators and students will share in over 150 individual presentations discussing innovative solutions for managing coastal resources in five areas:  Solutions for Land Use Challenges, Solutions for Governing Ocean Use Conflicts, Solutions for the Effective Integration of Science, Solutions for Changing Behaviors: Professionals & the Public, and Solutions for Mitigating Coastal Natural Hazards.

The Opening Plenary, (Monday May 15, 9:30 - 12:00 noon) “Seeking Solutions”, will address innovative solutions to problems related to managing growth in coastal areas. Speakers include:
· Stephen Bocking, Professor, Environmental &Resource Studies Program, Trent University, Peterborough, Ontario, Canada
· Jim Murley, Director, Center for Urban and Environmental Solutions, Florida Atlantic University, Fort Lauderdale, Florida
· Lisa Nisenson, Principle, Nisenson Consulting, Sarasota, Florida
The Closing Plenary, (Wednesday May 17, 1:45- 3:15 pm), “Energy and the Coasts:  What Does the Energy Policy Act of 2005 Mean for the Coasts?”, will focus on the Energy Policy Act and potential solutions to the challenges the United State’s energy needs may place on its coasts.  Expert panelists include:

· Chuck Bedell, Esq – Murphy Oil Corporation

· Tom Kitsos, Ph.D. - Former Executive Director, United States Commission on Ocean Policy

· Ellen Prager, Ph.D.- Earth2Ocean,Inc.

· Sarah Cooksey - Delaware Coastal Zone Management Program 

· Walter Cruickshank, Ph.D.- U.S. Department of the Interior Minerals Management Service 
Local sponsors for the conference include:
· Alliance for Coastal Technologies
· St. Petersburg / Clearwater Convention and Visitors Bureau
· Tampa Bay Estuary Program
· Tampa Bay Watch
· Tampa Electric Company - Manatee Viewing Center
· University of Florida - IFAS Extension - Florida Sea Grant
· National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration - St. Pete Regional Office
· Eckerd College
· University of South Florida 
Some presentations of local interest or by local speakers include:
· Practical Solutions for Flood Damages

· Between the Rationale for Management and Management Frameworks in the Florida Keys

· Shaping Land Use in Florida’s Coastal Waterfront Communities:  Successes and Lessons Learned from the Waterfronts Florida Partnership Program

· Minimizing Human Health and Ecological Risks Posed by Mercury Contamination in the Gulf of Mexico
· Florida Coastal Management Program’s Beach Safety Program
· Writing on Plywood:  Analyzing Hurricane Graffiti in the Southeastern US

· Seagrass Salvage and Restoration:  Focusing on Partnership with Marine Contractors and Homeowners to Recover Plant Material from Permitted Impacts

· Emergency and Coastal Resource Managers Working Together in Hazard Mitigation Planning:  Tools to Assist Them
· Florida Marine Site Prioritization Framework- Geospatial Techniques for Identifying Coastal and Estuarine Habitat Restoration Priorities

· National Estuarine Research Reserves:  Coastal Training Program- A Model for Promoting Informed Coastal Decisions (Rookery Bay and Apalachicola)

· Analyzing Changes in Precipitation in the Suwannee River Basin, Florida, Based on Climate Variability
· Tracking Florida’s Coastal and Ocean Economy:  A Tool for Evidenced- Based Solutions 
· Florida’s Clean Boating Partnership- Professionals and the Public Working Together
The Coastal Society website, http://www.thecoastalsociety.org/index.html, contains information on the conference and the organization.
The Coastal Society is an organization of private sector, academic, and government professionals and students dedicated to actively addressing emerging coastal issues by fostering dialogue, forging partnerships, and promoting communication and education.  
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