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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

National Experts Present Innovative Solutions for Coastal and Ocean Problems
The Coastal Society’s 20th International Conference

St. Pete Beach, Florida, May 14-17, 2006:  
The Coastal Society’s 20th biennial conference will occur at the Tradewinds Island Grand Hotel on St. Pete Beach. The theme of this year’s conference, Charting a New Course:  Shaping Solutions for Our Coasts, explores several issues of vital importance to Floridians and Gulf Coast residents.

Over 250 coastal managers, scientists, resource users, educators and students will share in over 150 individual presentations proposing innovative solutions for managing coastal resources in five areas:  Solutions for Land Use Challenges, Solutions for Governing Ocean Use Conflicts, Solutions for the Effective Integration of Science, Solutions for Changing Behaviors: Professionals & the Public, and Solutions for Mitigating Coastal Natural Hazards.

The Opening Plenary, (Monday May 15, 9:30 - 12:00 noon) “Seeking Solutions”, will address innovative solutions to problems related to managing growth in coastal areas. 
The Closing Plenary, (Wednesday May 17, 1:45- 3:15 pm), “Energy and the Coasts:  What Does the Energy Policy Act of 2005 Mean for the Coasts?”, will focus on the Energy Policy Act and potential solutions to the challenges the United State’s energy needs may place on its coasts.  
Local sponsors include: Alliance for Coastal Technologies, St. Petersburg / Clearwater Convention and Visitors Bureau, Tampa Bay Estuary Program, Tampa Bay Watch, Tampa Electric Company - Manatee Viewing Center, University of Florida - IFAS Extension - Florida Sea Grant, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration- St. Pete Regional Office, Eckerd College, and University of South Florida. 

Some presentations of local interest include:

· Shaping Land Use in Florida’s Coastal Waterfront Communities:  Successes and Lessons Learned from the Waterfronts Florida Partnership Program

· Minimizing Human Health and Ecological Risks Posed by Mercury Contamination in the Gulf of Mexico

· Florida Coastal Management Program’s Beach Safety Program

· Seagrass Salvage and Restoration:  Focusing on Partnership with Marine Contractors and Homeowners to Recover Plant Material from Permitted Impacts

· Florida Marine Site Prioritization Framework- Geospatial Techniques for Identifying Coastal and Estuarine Habitat Restoration Priorities

· Tracking Florida’s Coastal and Ocean Economy:  A Tool for Evidenced- Based Solutions 

· Florida’s Clean Boating Partnership- Professionals and the Public Working Together
For more information on the conference and The Coastal Society visit http://www.thecoastalsociety.org/index.html.

The Coastal Society is an organization of private sector, academic, and government professionals and students dedicated to actively addressing emerging coastal issues by fostering dialogue, forging partnerships, and promoting communication and education.  
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